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This brief paper begins another “series" of eomments on the flora in the 
southwest, particularly in New Mexico. Voucher specimens have been or 
will bc' distributed to various heibaria in the United States. The following 
cimiments are about five species of plants in southwestern New Mexico that 
1 have collected and observed durinc different seasons since IDtif). 


In the Mogollon Mountains of New Mexico at an elevation of 27B0-247() 
meters, Indian Creek drains from west to east and flows into Gilita Creek. 
Only 0.5 km south. Willow Creek converges with Gilita Creek to form the 
Middle P'ork of the Gila River, a major wilderness rivei’ of the southwest. 
The south facing slope of the canyon is forested by Fhrus ponderosa while on 
the noi'th facing slope is a mixed coniferous w'oodland with Finns jle.rilis, 
Fieen jnon/ens, F. enpelniannii, Fseudoisufpt menziesii, and Abies eoneolor 
its majoi' constitutents. Quaking aspen ( Fopulus Iremuloides) and Qnereus 
(l<tmbelii become conspicuous angiospermous components of the mixed conif¬ 
erous woodland. 

Numerous small side canyons empty into the main canyon adding to the 
diversity of habitats that aie common in the mountains of the southwi'st. 
The canyon bottom (100 meters or more* broad in some places) is primarily 
grassland interspersed with scattered stands of Finns ponderosa and occa¬ 
sional thicki'ts of S(dix sp. and Sambueus }ieo}nexieana. The following foiii’ 
si)eci('s of plants that occur in this canyon arc of interest. 

AlU'^roSTAPHYTTlS UVA-URSl (L) Spreng. Up Indian Ci-eek c-anyon 3 km, 
and 20 km east of Mogollon on Stale Highway 7H, Cati'on Co.. New Mexico. 
II( 'ss 2N3 (JuU* Ifi, 19(iS). Localh c'oninion on ailhcM’ sida of the c‘anAa)n in 

i B. 

dt'iisc^ shade under /hhnes potidcrosa or Pieer/ p/mgetLs, cngcliiKUDiii, and 
Pscudoty.ngn vicvzicsii, 

Thc‘ colleetion of ura-ursi from this eanyon extends the 

ran,U(‘ by over 250 km from i>i'c‘vioiis known rei'ions in noiiliei'n Now Mexico. 
Most likel>\ other locations of this i)lant exist in th(‘ Mo.i 40 llon Mountains. It 
has not been r{'])ort(*d frcmi the' White Mountains of Arizona and one would 
I'xpeed to find it th('re‘. Idiis distribution j^attern illusfixitc's two ]:)oints of in- 
t('rcst in southwc'stei’u pliyto.L;eoiAraphy. Tire first would b(‘ the absence of 
data from field imestigations on which wide'ly distributed taxa art' I'ccorded 
lor eitliei* tlie Mot^ollon Mountains or the White Mountains i*esi)ectiv('ly, but 
not fi’om both of the mountain ran,^es. This often is indicati\’t' of our pooi’ 
knowlc'd^t' concernin.u the' flora of tlie rt'.eion, but it ma\^ be these' taxa simpl\ 
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don't occur in both mountain ranges. The second is the southern extension 
of some northern Rocky Mountain plants as far south as the Mogollon Moun¬ 
tains and the northern extension of some northern Sierra Occidental plants 
from Mexico as far north as the Mogollon Range. 

The only place in Arizona that A. nva-ursi is known to occur is in the 
Chuska Mountains (McDougal, 1973). These mountains occur in the north¬ 
western and northeastern corners of New Mexico and Arizona, respectively. 
R has been known from these mountains in New Mexico. In addition, I have 
examined in the Field Museum, Chicago, a herbarium specimen of A. uva-ursi 
collected by E. A. Goldman in August of 1917 from the Arizona side. 

ALLIUM GOODDINGII Ownbey. Up Indian Creek Canyon 3 km, and 20 
km east of Mogollon on State Highway 78, Catron Co., New Mexico, ffc.s.v 
2181 (July 18, 1968). Locally common in damp and densely shaded floors of 
some of the north side canyons near their openings into the main canyon. 

Previously, AUium gooddingii was known only from the White Mountains 
and Mogollon Rim in Arizona (Dr. Charles Mason, Jr., pers. comm.). Its 
occurrence in the Mogollon Mountains of New Mexico could be expected. In 
1968 at the University of Arizona, I examined the herbarium specimens and 
labels, and more recently. Dr. Mason has forwarded all the label information 
on their plants identifed as A. gooddingii. From the label information only 
three main localities in Arizona are indicated, and on one label, concern 
was expressed bj^ the collector {Fhillip.'i 3600) that “road re-alignment may 
destroy this locality.’’ When Ownbey (1947) described this plant, it was known 
only from the type locality. It now appears that A, gooddingii has a wider 
distribution with the likelihood of finding other sites and consequently a 
greater assurance that it will be preserved. 

SISYRINCHIUM ELMERI Greene. Up Indian Creek Canyon 3 km, and 20 
km east of Mogollon on State Highway 78. Catron Co., New Mexico. Hc.s.s- 2165 
(July 18, 19()8). Uncommon, along the creek margin with Sisjirinchinm deniis- 
siini, Veronica arnericana, Ranuncidu.s hijdrocharoides, De.HclKimp.'iia cae.‘^])i- 
losa, and others. 

In the Arizona Flora (Kearney & Peebles. 1960), this little plant is called 
Sisiirinchium longipes. and its distribution is recorded as ranging from the 
San Francisco and White Mountains south into northern Mexico. Bicknell 
(1900) monographed the yellow flowered Sisyiinchium {Hijda.'^lulus) and our 
plants correspond well to what is desciibed as II. einieri. The latter taxon 
was said to occur in the southern California mountains noi'th in the Sierra 
Nevadas to northern California. Rickett (1970) states that S. longipe.s is 
equivalent to S. elnieri. The range for 8. ehneri is extended fi’om the moun¬ 
tains of California into Arizona and northern Mexico and now into the Mogol¬ 
lon Mountains of New Mexico. 

PEDICULARIS ANGUSTIFOLIA Benth. PI. Hartw. 22. 1839. 

P. angmli.'isima. Greene. Leaflts. Bot. Obs. & Crit. 1:151. 1905. 

I first colk'cted Pedicidaii.'i anguatifolia during August of 1966 in the Gila 
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Wilderness on a tr^iil from Willow Creek to Whitewater Baldy and about 20 
km east of Mot^ollon on State Highway 78, Catron Co., New Mexico. Hess 930. 
In the Flora oj New Mexic(^ (Wooten & Standley, 1915), the plants keyed out 
to aiHiustissivia. Upon checking the Hebb Herbarium specimens of Pedicu 
laris at the University of Oklahoma, none called P. ancjusHssivia could be 
found. Further checking uncovered specimens identified as P. augustijolia. 
and it appeared that the plants fi'oni New Mi'xico were the same taxon. I 
have furthei’ checked plants labeled either P. angustifolia or P. angusiissima 
in vai’ious herbaria (US. NY, AHIZ, MICH, F) with the same results, that is, 
all of the collections fi-om Mexico are labeled P. angustifolia and the plants 
from New Mexico are called l\ aiicjusiissima. Morphologically, the two taxa 
art' indistinguishable and their variation completelj’ overlaps. Ureen (1905) 
describes his specimens as “flowers crowded" and “leaves narrowly lin¬ 
ear, 2 in. long, callous-crenulate" and Bentham (1839) writes “spicis densis 
|)aucifloris" and “foliis anguste linearibus integris margine minute carti- 
laginco-sc rrulatis." There seems to be little doubt that the two namt'd taxa 
are the same, and that the plant collected and named by Greene (1. c.), P. 
aiKjnslissinia, should be placed in synonymy under P. anguslijolia. 


Pedienlaris angus 



is widespread in the Mogollon Mountains and 
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found mostly in association with Picea engeliuan7ui. In these ai'cas at an ele¬ 
vation of approximately 3200 meters, it makes up a dominant [Jortion of the 
understory. In localities, such as Indian Creek, it is also found on the hill¬ 
sides in shaded regions of mixed coniferous woodland. This is anothei’ idant 
species that has the major paid of its distribution in tbe mountains of north- 
ei'ii Mexico just extending north into the Mogollon Mountains. As far as 1 
know, P. angustifolia hasn't been found in Arizona and one would 
find it in either the White or Chiricahua Mountains. 

•lUNIPFRUS COMMUNIS L. var. DEPRESSA Pursh. On trail from White- 
water Baldy to Mogollon Baldy Mountain, approximately 19 km due east of 
Glenwood, Catron Co., Nc’w Mexico. Hess 226H (Aug. 22, 19()8). 

Although the range extension is not great (only 50 km southeast of the 
White Mountains of Arizona), Dr. Marion T. Hall (pers. comm.) did think it 
a significant factor to find it in the Mogollon Mountains. It occurs at an ele¬ 
vation cf 3,225 meters under Pieea engehnajuui. This is still another example 
of the phytogeographic richness of the Mogollon Mountains with respect to 
the disti-ibutional overlap of northern Rocky Mountain plants and noidhei-n 
Sieri'a Occidental plants of Mexico. 

I appreciate the suggestions of Dr. Mai'ion T. Hall, Dr. George Waio, and 
Mr. PToyd Swink concerning this manuscript. 
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